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Dictionaries. New Entries - By MF (2019) - Intro to the Lexical Creativity Workshop (C1.2)
English dictionaries are noted for being extraordinarily good. This is because they are descriptive, the outcome of scientific work by linguists. English-speaking countries have no prescriptivist body of academics telling people the words they use are wrong, and that they should use words in the way they were used in the Olden Days! (see C1 Resource Pack). Linguists study language from a scientific point of view, observing use and describing it in their dictionaries, so that people can check what words and expressions in use actually mean. Let's start an amazing journey to the world of human language creativity. Pay attention and... enjoy!

Words at Play - adapted. From the Merriam-Webster (US American English)
at https://www.merriam-webster.com/
New Words Added in April 2019 (more than 640) The English language never sleeps, and neither does the dictionary. The work of revising a dictionary is constant, and it mirrors the culture’s need to make sense of the world with words. There are always new things to be named and new uses for existing words to be explained. A release of new words is also a map of the workings of a dictionary—you get to see what we’ve been up to—and of how words from different contexts come to reside in the same place. 

It all begins, in each case, with evidence of words in use. Each word follows its own path at its own pace before its use is widespread enough to be included in a dictionary. We watch as words move from specialized contexts to more general use and we make citations for each word in order to draft our definitions. This means, in other words, that we have the receipts (in a manner of speaking). 

A moment for true word lovers to stan for favorite new words—and to learn more about them. Today is definitely not the time to unplug.
New Meanings for Old Words. New meanings of existing words make for a particularly fascinating category—we seem to watch the language change before our eyes as we record these senses. 
· Snowflake: Now used to mean both “someone regarded or treated as unique or special” and “someone who is overly sensitive.” 

· Purple: Extending the blending of red and blue to the metaphorical level, purple can now refer to geographical areas where voters are split between Democrats and Republicans. 

· Tailwind and headwind: These words are now often used figuratively to refer to a force or influence that either helps or hinders progress.

· Peak: Metaphorically extended to mean “being at the height of popularity, use, or attention,” as in “peak television” (or maybe “peak word nerd”). 

· Goldilocks: Even a fairy tale can become a metaphor, and this new colorful definition, referring to the character whose preferred porridge is neither too hot nor too cold, has inspired astronomers to use it for “an area of planetary orbit in which temperatures are neither too hot nor too cold to support life.”

New Compound Terms. Compound terms are those made up of two or more words that have become lexicalized and are no longer self-explanatory—so they need their own definitions.
· Go-cup: a plastic or paper cup used for taking a beverage off the premises of a bar, restaurant, etc.

· Screen time: First referred to the amount of time someone appeared in front of a camera in a movie (this dates back to the golden age of Hollywood) & now referring to time spent in front of a screen.

New Words from Science and Medicine 
· Qubit: the unit of information in a computational model based on the unstable qualities of quantum mechanics, a blend of quantum and bit (as in a unit of digital information). 

· Geosmin: From the science of smell, this word names a chemical element in the odor of recent rainfall.

· Salutogenesis: A newer way of thinking about health, salutogenesis is a manner of monitoring health by promoting well-being rather than measuring disease.

· Gender nonconforming: exhibiting behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits that do not correspond with the traits typically associated with one's sex.

· Top surgery: a type of gender confirmation surgery in which a person's breasts are removed or augmented to match their gender identity. (Also, Bottom surgery.)
New Words from Business. Evolution in the way business is conducted & described brings us new business & economic words including:
· Gig economy: (coined in 2009) economic activity that involves the use of temporary or freelance workers to perform jobs typically in the service sector.

· Vulture capitalism: (first used in the “greed is good” 1980s) a form of venture capitalism in which aggressive methods are used to buy a distressed business with the intention of selling it at a profit.

New Words from Entertainment. Entertainment contexts also produce new words that have made it into our dictionary. 
· Buzzy: causing or characterized by a lot of speculative or excited talk or attention (i.e. generating buzz).

· Bottle episode: an inexpensively produced episode of a TV series typically confined to one setting. 

Words Added in September 2019 (more than 530). New words are a happy fact of life for a living language, & taking careful stock of the words we use is an important part of the work of dictionary editors. Words can come & go in a language, but those that show staying power and increasing use need to be recorded and described. In other words: they need definitions. 
New Words from Politics and Law

· Deep state: an alleged secret governmental network operating extralegally. It may feel as though the term has been around since the time when men wore fedoras in Washington, but current evidence dates it only to the dawn of the current century.

· Red flag law: a law allowing courts to prevent people who show signs of being a danger to themselves or others from having access to firearms. It has only been in use since 2015, and its synonym, extreme risk law, dates to 2017.

New Abbreviations and Portmanteaus/Blends. Playfulness is always a part of language!
· Vacay: a shortening of vacation.

· Inspo: a shortening of inspiration.

· Fabulosity: fabulous quality, state, or nature.

· Fatberg: a large mass of fat & solid waste that collects in a sewer system (fat + iceberg). Yuck!!!
· Solopreneur: a solo entrepreneur.

New Words from Games and Sports

· Pickleball: a newly popular court sport played with short-handled paddles and a perforated plastic ball (and an entry with a championship-level etymology). 

· Escape room: a game in which participants confined to a room or other enclosed setting are given a set amount of time to find a way to escape.

· Free solo: a climb in which a rock climber uses no artificial aids for support and has no rope or other safety equipment for protection in case of a fall.

New Words About Race and Identity. On a more serious note, several new entries are for words that address the complex ways we view ourselves and others and how we all fit in. 
· They: expanded to include this sense: “used to refer to a single person whose gender identity is nonbinary.” It's an expansion of a use sometimes called the “singular they” (it has a long history). When a reflexive pronoun corresponding to singular use of they is needed, themself is seeing increasing use.

· Inclusive: A new sense has been added: “allowing and accommodating people who have historically been excluded (as because of their race, gender, sexuality, or ability).” 

· Colorism: prejudice or discrimination especially within a racial or ethnic group favoring people with lighter skin over those with darker skin. 

New Words from Pop Culture

· Bechdel test: refers to a set of criteria used to evaluate a movie or other work of fiction on the basis of its inclusion and representation of female characters. 

· Stinger: the name for short scene that appears during or after the closing credits of a movie. 

· Coulrophobia: meaning “abnormal fear of clowns.” 
New Words from Business and Finance

· Pain point: a persistent or recurring problem (as with a product or service) that frequently inconveniences or annoys customers.

· Haircut: a new sense was added meaning “a reduction in the value of an asset.”
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· Reading aloud at Plenary or reading aloud in Small Groups -- and clicking on each link to listen to their pronunciation, find their definition and above all, find examples of how it is used.
· Taking notes on the words and examples you are most likely to use!

· Asking and answering questions on finding examples of use for these words.

· Talking about it all!

· Noticing language items to improve your grammar in use!

· What did you learn about dictionaries?

· What did you learn about language?

· Any other ideas for follow-up work?
